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of affairs in Russia generally, and also to prove how
it is possible for a Government to break its word,
and at the same time to leave loop-holes through
which it can wriggle. Actually I hope to prove
the word of any Soviet official is wholly unreliable,
and the man who accepts it is asking for trouble.

When I saw Beerrnan, the assistant of Gurievitch,
he nodded sullenly and said that he had come to
the conclusion I was a British Trade Agent. No
mention was made regarding my financial settlement
although he pretended to take copious notes of my
statements. Almost as though it had been arranged
a number of engineers from the State Planning
Institute came into Beerman's office during my
interview, and a Soviet meeting rapidly developed.
It was ever a Russian delight to hold a meeting
whenever there were sufficient people available for
such a purpose, and since the Revolution the
engineers had plenty of time and opportunity for
enjoying this simple pastime which merely holds
up important work, and results in nothing tangible
at all. And now comes the astonishing example of
O.G.P.U. sagacity and Russian stupidity.

The Russians like to talk and so all kinds of ideas
were promulgated and decisions taken, verbally.
This continued for about three hours and scarcely
one of them had noticed a quiet figure enter during
the early part of the conversation. The newcomer
nodded pleasantly to me, and I recognised M.
Trautmann whom I had known as Chairman of the
Scientific Council, It is so usual in Russia for a
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